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Skills Fund
Expression of Interest Form
Supporting skills, talent and workforce capability across Green Energy and Digital Technology.



	Purpose of this form
Use this short form to tell the NESIZ team about your organisation and project idea. The information will support an initial eligibility check before an applicant is invited to complete the appropriate full application.
Please read the Skills Fund prospectus and fund information document before completing this form.



	Organisation name
	 

	Project title
	 

	Primary contact
	 

	Date submitted
	DD / MM / YYYY



Please complete all relevant sections.


	1
	ORGANISATION DETAILS


Tell us who is applying and provide a main contact for this expression of interest.
	Organisation name
	 

	Registered address
	 

	Postcode
	 

	Organisation website
	 

	Primary contact name
	 

	Job title
	 

	Email address
	 

	Telephone number
	 



Organisation type
	☐  Educational institution
	☐  Charity

	☐  Community Interest Company (CIC)
	☐  Social enterprise

	☐  Community or not-for-profit group
	☐  Co-operative, trust or trust port

	☐  Small or medium-sized enterprise
	☐  Large enterprise

	☐  Public sector organisation
	☐  Sole trader

	☐  Other - please specify: ________________________
	





	2
	PROJECT OVERVIEW


Provide a concise overview of the proposed project. This does not need to be a full business case at this stage.
	Project title
	 



Provide a short summary of the proposed project  (maximum 300 words)
	 












	3
	STRATEGIC FIT


Confirm how the proposal aligns with the Skills Fund priorities and responds to identified need.
Which NESIZ priority sector does the project support?
	☐  Green Energy / Energy Transition
	☐  Digital Technology
	☐  Both



Which Skills Fund priorities does the project contribute to? Select all that apply.
	☐  Green Energy skills development
	☐  Digital Technology skills development

	☐  STEM and talent pipeline
	☐  Employer-led skills activity

	☐  Entrepreneurial activity
	☐  Workforce transition and reskilling

	☐  Removing barriers to participation
	



How does the project respond to an identified skills need or employer demand? (maximum500 words)

	 














What evidence is or will be available to support the identified need? Select all that apply.
	☐  Employer letters or endorsements
	☐  Employer or industry engagement

	☐  Labour market information
	☐  Sector research or published studies

	☐  Participant or community evidence
	☐  Evidence is still being developed



	4
	PROJECT BENEFICIARIES


Tell us who is expected to benefit and the proposed scale of reach.
Who will benefit from the project? Select all that apply.
	☐  School pupils
	☐  Students

	☐  Apprentices
	☐  Employees

	☐  Unemployed individuals
	☐  Career changers

	☐  Entrepreneurs
	☐  Businesses

	☐  Other - please specify: ________________________
	



	Estimated participants
	Number

	Estimated employers / businesses engaged
	Number



Briefly describe the intended beneficiaries and how they will be reached
	 







	5
	PROJECT DELIVERY


Confirm where and when the proposed activity would take place.
Where will the project be delivered?
	☐  Aberdeen City
	☐  Aberdeenshire
	☐  Both



Identify the proposed delivery location(s)
	 






	Proposed project start date
	DD / MM / YYYY

	Proposed project end date
	DD / MM / YYYY



	6
	FUNDING REQUEST


Provide an early estimate of the project costs. Figures may be refined if a full application is invited.
	Estimated total project cost
	£

	Skills Fund grant requested
	£



Which funding route do you expect to apply under?
	☐  Pilot - up to £24,999
	☐  Medium - £25,000 to £249,999

	☐  Large / Strategic - £250,000 to £750,000
	☐  Unsure



Will match funding be provided?
	☐  Yes
	☐  No
	☐  Not yet confirmed



	Estimated match funding
	£ - if applicable

	Source of match funding
	If known



	Early-stage estimate  The expression of interest is intended to establish potential eligibility and scale. A more detailed cost breakdown will be required at full application stage.



	7
	ADDITIONALITY AND COLLABORATION


Explain why Skills Fund support is required and how the proposal relates to existing provision and relevant partners.
If NESIZ funding was unavailable, would the project still happen in exactly the same way? Explain what the funding would enable to happen, happen sooner or be delivered at greater scale  (maximum 350 words)
For medium and large projects please confirm how they align with or are sufficiently different from provision funded through the main NESIZ programme
	 









For medium and large projects please explain how the proposed project aligns with, complements or is sufficiently different from provision already funded through the North east Scotland Investment Zone programme. This should demonstrate that the project will add value and avoid duplication of activity. (maximum500 words)
If you are unsure about existing NESIZ-funded activity, please contact the Programme Team who can provide information and contact details for relevant intervention leads. nesiz@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
	 







Will the project involve delivery partners or wider collaboration?
	☐  Yes
	☐  No
	☐  Not yet confirmed



If yes or not yet confirmed, identify the proposed partners and the contribution they may make  (maximum 150 words)
	 







	8
	INDICATIVE OUTPUTS AND OUTCOMES


Provide realistic early estimates. Complete only the measures relevant to the proposal.
	Indicative output
	Estimated target

	Learners engaged or supported
	

	Learners completing training
	

	Qualifications / certifications achieved
	

	Individuals progressing into employment, education or apprenticeships
	

	Employers engaged
	

	Businesses supported
	

	New or enhanced training provision
	

	Other output or outcome - please specify
	


What specific skills, workforce or talent gap will this project help address?  (maximum 150 words)
	 







Explain the issue the project is seeking to address and how the proposed outputs and outcomes will contribute towards reducing that gap.
How will success be measured?  (maximum 100 words)
	 






	9
	REMOVING BARRIERS TO PARTICIPATION


Complete this section if the proposal includes practical support to help participants access or complete the funded skills activity.
Will the project include activity designed to remove barriers to participation?
	☐  Yes
	☐  No
	☐  Not yet confirmed



If yes, which types of support may be included? Select all that apply.
	☐  Travel and transport
	☐  Childcare or caring support

	☐  Accessible or flexible delivery
	☐  Other practical participation support



Describe the barrier(s), the proposed support and how the costs link directly to participation in the skills activity
	 










	10
	DELIVERY READINESS


Provide a brief early indication of the organisation’s capacity to develop and deliver the proposal.
Briefly describe the organisation’s relevant experience, delivery capacity and governance arrangements  (maximum 200 words)
	 








	11
	DECLARATIONS


The authorised contact should confirm each statement before submitting the expression of interest.
☐  The organisation is legally constituted.
☐  The proposed activity will be delivered within Aberdeen City and/or Aberdeenshire.
☐  The project supports Green Energy and/or Digital Technology skills.
☐  The organisation is willing to provide further information if invited to submit a full application.
☐  The information provided is accurate to the best of my knowledge.
	Name
	 

	Position
	 

	Signature
	 

	Date
	DD / MM / YYYY



	SUBMISSION
Submit the completed form using the route published on the NESIZ Skills Fund webpage. Completing this expression of interest does not constitute an offer of funding.
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